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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The argument made by Applicants dated January 18, 2007 is found non- 
persuasive in that the meaning of the word "positive" in "positive seat", as argued over 
by Applicants on page 12 of the Remarks, is interpreted to mean "characterized by or 
displaying certainty" (as defined in The American Heritage Dictionary, Second College 
Edition). Therefore, the phrase "positive seat" defined by the optical element support 
means of claim 1 still reads on the seating characteristic as taught in McCrary'474, 
Hoshni et al (art cited in IDS dated March 25, 2004), Sudo et al, and Kobayashi et al, 
unless further property is added at the end of claim 1 , such as the phrase - even 
during autoclaving - (found on page 3, line 16 of the specification). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McCrary'474 or Hoshino et al. 

As now amended and broadly worded, claims 1 and 2 read on either of the 
above references. For Hoshni et al, vis-a-vis claims 1 and 2, reference is made to Fig. 9 
(the radially inward portion of cylindrical part 2 and the caulking portion 8 are construed 
to correspond to the second support means of claim 1) and column 5, lines 51-54. For 
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McCrary'474, reference is made to elements 10b, 15, 18 and 20, where elements 15 
and end portion of mount member 18 are construed to correspond to the second 
support means of claim 1 ). 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sudo et al or 
Kobayashi et al. 

As now amended and broadly presented, claim 1 reads on either Sudo et al or 
Kobayashi et al. In the analysis, numeral 38a, 38b or 38c, and element 30 of Fig. 8 of 
Sudo et al are the equivalent of the second support means of claim 1 ; and numerals 54 
and 34, or numerals 62 and 44, of Fig. 5 of Kobayashi et al are interpreted to be the 
equivalent of the second support means of claim 1 . 

Minor Informalities noted 

In the Claims 

In claims 2, 8, and 15: on line 4, "conform" should be - conforms --. 
In claim 4: on line 5, after "housing", -- means - should be inserted. 
In the Specification 

Page 1 1 : bottom line, "43" should be - 44 --. 
Page 13: line 4, "43" should be -44 --. 
In the Drawings 

In Fig. 10, numeral "43" should be - 44 --, since in Figs. 3 and 7, "43" 
represents a doublet lens, not a spacer. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 7-21 are allowable. The patentability of independent claim 7 centers on 
the second plastically deformed support means and its function recited therein.- 
Independent claims 14 and 21 carry each a scope narrower than that of claim 7 due to 
additional limitations noted therein. 

Claims 3-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Loha Ben whose telephone number is (571) 272-2323. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-SAT, generally between 12:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack, can be reached on M-F, at (571) 272-2333. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

March 20, 2007 




LohaSen 
Primary Examiner 



